
Town of Lake Hamilton 
Town Council Regular Meeting Agenda – February 6, 2024 

Time: 6:00 P.M. 
Location: Town Council Chambers 

100 Smith Avenue  
MAYOR MICHAEL KEHOE – VICE MAYOR CORA ROBERSON 

COUNCIL MEMBERS, PATRICK SLAVENS, LARRY TOMLINSON, MARLENE WAGNER 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. INVOCATION 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. ROLL CALL 

5. PROCLAMATION 

A. BLACK HISTORY MONTH (pages 3-4) 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

Note: Members of the Council may remove items from the Consent Agendas if they wish to discuss them. Requests for removal need to be 
made known to the Mayor under the Approval of the Order of Business at the beginning of the meeting.  

A. January 9, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes (pages 5- 20) 
B. Asset Status Change (pages 21- 26) 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT (Limited to 3 Minutes) Your Town Council welcomes and invites citizens to comment on items (Non-

Agenda Items) of community interest/concern or to bring forth areas of personal attention which may not have been fully addressed by 
Town Staff after prior contact to Town Hall, the Council may immediately act on any item or may request it be placed on a future agenda 
for further consideration.  

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance O-24-1 Business Impact Statement (pages 27-31) 

B. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance O-24-2 Utilities Amendment (pages 32-43) 

C. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance O-24-3 Water Connection Amendment (pages 44-47) 

D. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance O-24-4 Detour School Annexation (pages 48-52) 

E. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance O-24-5 Water Tank Community Development District 

(pages 53-58) 

F. Code Enforcement Inter-local Agreement for Special Magistrate (pages 59-64)  

G. Planning Advisory Services Agreement (pages 65-69) 

 

9. STAFF REPORTS 
TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT  
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TOWN CLERK REPORT 
TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT 
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT  

Any opening invocation that is offered before the official start of the Town Council meeting shall be the voluntary offering of a private person, to and for the benefit of 
the Town Council. The views or beliefs expressed by the invocation speaker have not been previously reviewed or approved by the Town Council or the town staff, and 
the Town is not allowed by law to endorse the religious or non-religious beliefs or views of such speaker. Persons in attendance at the Town Council meeting are invited 
to stand during the opening ceremony. However, such invitation shall not be construed as a demand, order, or any other type of command. No person in attendance at 
the meeting shall be required to participate in any opening invocation that is offered or to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance. You may remain seated within the 
Town Council Chambers or exit the Town Council Chambers and return upon completion of the opening invocation and/or Pledge of Allegiance if you do not wish to 
participate in or witness the opening invocation and/or the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Town Council, with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, will need a record of the 
proceedings, and for such purposes, must ensure that a verbatim record and transcript of the proceeding is made in a form acceptable for official court proceedings, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. It shall be the responsibility of the person desiring to appeal any decision to 
prepare a verbatim record and transcript at his/her own expense, as the Town does not provide one. (F.S. 286.26.105) 

ATTN: PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons needing 
special accommodations to participate in this proceeding, please contact the Town Clerks Office at 863-439-1910, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting, 
provide a written request to the Office of the Town Clerk. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service by dialing 7-1-1 or 1-800-
955-8771 (TTY) / 1-800-955-8770 (Voice).  
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TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

WHEREAS, noted historian, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, announced the second week of February 
as" Negro History Week" in 1926 in order to increase public awareness and appreciation of the 

important role that African- Americans have played in shaping America's history; and  

WHEREAS, the United States government officially recognized Negro History Week in 1976 as 
part of the U.S. Bicentennial, expanding it to Black History Month; and  

WHEREAS, America is a melting pot of cultures and ethnicities; all part of the " Land of the 
Free." Black History Month fosters cultural awareness and understanding, while encouraging 
education about contributions made by Americans of color; and  

WHEREAS, the omission of much of the history and contributions of African- Americans from 
textbooks and other literature has impeded awareness and appreciation; and  

WHEREAS, the celebration of Black History Month is a positive way of recognizing the culture 
and history of African- Americans as vital to the core beliefs and values of this society; and  

WHEREAS, the contributions of African-Americans have been vital to the growth and 
development of the Town of Lake Hamilton.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Michael W. Kehoe, by the virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor 
of the Town of Lake Hamilton, and on behalf of the Town Council, do hereby proclaim February 
2024 as                              

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

and encourage the local citizens to participate in activities that foster awareness and appreciation 
of African Americans' contributions to shaping the history of Lake Hamilton, Florida, and 
America.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Town of Lake 
Hamilton to be affixed to this on the 6th day of February 2024.  
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________________________     
Michael Kehoe, Mayor  

 
ATTEST: 

________________________ 
Jacqueline Borja, Town Clerk 
 

Dated this 6th day of February 2024.  
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Minutes prepared by Jacqueline Borja  

       
TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON 

MINUTES 
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, January 9, 2024 
6:00 PM 

 
The Town Council of Lake Hamilton held a Regular Meeting on Tuesday January 9, 2024, at 
100 Smith Ave., Lake Hamilton, FL  33851. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kehoe called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.     

INVOCATION 
                   Invocation was given by Council Member Larry Tomlinson 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Pledge of Allegiance led by all. 

ROLL CALL 
Council Member Larry Tomlinson, Council Member Patrick Slavens, Council Member Marlene 
Wagner and Mayor Michael Kehoe were present. Vice Mayor Cora Roberson was absent. 
Staff: Town Administrator Steven Hunnicutt, Attorney Heather Maxwell, Town Clerk Jacqueline 
Borja, Public Works Director Patrick Henry and Town Planner Chris Kirby were present.  

PROCLAMATION  
                    Martin Luther King Day Proclamation was given by Mayor Kehoe 

CONSENT AGENDA  
Motion made by Council Member Slavens and second by Council Member Tomlinson approved 
December 5, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes, Budget Amendment Request and Chairman’s 
Circle/ Sponsorship Opportunities in the amount of $2,500. Motion Passed 4-0 

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS 
Clint Guerrieri 116 Gordan Dr., Haines City 
Winston Lungren 620 Heolden Lakes Ct.  
Marilyn Lopez 237 Palm Dr.  
Livia E Cruz 222 Poinsettia Dr.  
Charles Rafael 198 Omahe St.   
Wayne Green 215 Sample Ave.  
Mary O’Neal 104 Gordan Dr.  
Carmen Ruiz 103 Grove Dr.  
Shane Dunn 211 W Nelson Ave  
Nayeli Pulid 512 W Smith Ave 
Azana Perez 195 Orange Dr.  
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OLD BUSINESS 

Public Hearing and Second Reading Ordinance O-23-15 Comprehensive Plan Amendment   
ORDINANCE O-23-15: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
LAKE HAMILTON AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE TOWN OF 
LAKE HAMILTON FLORIDA SAID AMENDMENT BEING KNOWN AS 23-15ESR, 
AMENDING THE CURRENT AND FUTURE LAND USE MAP CLASSIFICATION FROM 
AGRICULTURAL LANDS TO PUD FOR 626.82 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED ADJACENT 
TO THE EAST SIDE OF DETOUR ROAD, ADJACENT TO THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
KOKOMO ROAD AND ADJACENT TO THE NORTH SIDE OF LAKE HATCHINEHA 
ROAD; TRAMSMITTING SAID ADMENDMENT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY FOR COMPLIANCE REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR SEVERALBILITY; AND 
PROVIDNG FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Attorney Maxwell read the title for the record; opened the public hearing, with no comments the 
public hearing was closed. 
Motion made by Slavens and a second by Wagner to approve Ordinance O-23-15 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 
No public comments were received. A roll call was taken, Slavens aye, Tomlinson aye, Wagner 
aye and Kehoe aye. Motion Passed 4-0.  
 

Public Hearing and Second Reading Ordinance O-23-16 Rezoning 626.82 Acres   
ORDINANCE O-23-16: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
LAKE HAMILTON, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA REZONING A 626.82 ACRES OF LAND 
LOCATED EAST OF DETOUR ROAD; ADJACENT TO THE NORTH SIDE OF LAKE 
HATCHINEHA AND ADJACENT TO THE SOUTH SIDE OF KOKOMO ROAD; 
AGRICULTURAL TO PUD KNOWN AS GROUP 9; AMENDING THE LAKE HAMILTON 
PUD TO INCLUDE SUCH 626.82 ACRES OF LAND; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
AND PROVIDING FOR CORRECTIONS OF SCRIVENERS ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT AND EFFECTIVE DATE.,  
Attorney Maxwell read the title for the record; opened the public hearing, with no comments the 
public hearing was closed. 
Motion made by Slavens and a second by Wagner to approve Ordinance O-24-16 Rezoning 
626.82 Acres. 
No public comments were received. A roll call was taken, Slavens aye, Tomlinson aye, Wagner 
aye and Kehoe aye. Motion Passed 4-0.  
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Public Hearing and Resolution R-24-1 Water Treatment Plant and Well Project 
Improvements. 
Attorney Maxwell noted that the updated version of the Ordinance was on the dais and all 
Council Members were given a copy of the record.  
RESOLUTION R-24-1: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (FDEP) STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF), 
ADOPTION OF THE WATER FACILITY PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
MONROE ST. WTP AND OFFSITE WELL IMPROVEMENTS, EFFECTIVE THIS DATE 
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Minutes prepared by Jacqueline Borja  

Steve Elias from Pennoni presented the technical and financial aspects of the Water Treatment 
Plant and Well Project Improvements. 
Attorney Maxwell read the title for the record; opened the public hearing, with no comments the 
public hearing was closed.   
Motion made by Slavens and a second by Wagner to approve Resolution R-24-1 Water 
Treatment Plant and Well Project Improvements. 
No public comments were received. A roll call was taken, Slavens aye, Tomlinson aye, Wagner 
aye and Kehoe aye. Motion Passed 4-0.  
 
Professional Civil Engineering Services/Town Hall Addition   
Gadd & Associates will be providing Civil Engineering for the new addition to Town Hall, for 
the Building Department. Staff recommended the approval for compensation of $11,650.00 for 
the Civil part of the building.   
Motion made by Slavens and a second by Tomlinson to approve professional Civil Engineering 
services/Town Hall Addition. A roll call vote was taken. Tomlinson aye, Wagner aye, Slavens 
aye, and Kehoe aye. Motion Passed 4-0. 
 

STAFF REPORTS: 
Town Administrator- Town Administrator Hunnicutt gave an overview of department 
reports.  
Town Clerk- Town Clerk Borja mentioned to Council the upcoming dates for the MLK 
Luncheon in Polk State, Annual Banquet Luncheon, Ridge League Dinner and Legislative 
day in Tallahassee. Town Clerk Borja informed Council of her upcoming Clerk Election 
Workshop and the commencement of her classes and the dates they are scheduled. 
Police Department- Included in Packet. 
Community development- Included in Packet  
Public Works- Included in Packet. 
TOWN ATTORNEY COMMENTS: No comments were made. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: No comments were made. 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion made by Wagner and a second by Kehoe to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 PM. Motion 
Passed 4-0.                                                                                            
                    
 
ATTEST:       __________________________________ 

Michael Kehoe, Mayor 
 

________________________________ 
Jacqueline Borja, Town Clerk  __________________________________ 
       Steven M. Hunnicutt, Town Administrator 
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ORDINANCE 2024-01 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, 

FLORIDA AMENDING CHAPTER 1 OF THE LAKE HAMILTON 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO ADD SECTION 1-13, 

IMPLEMENTING THE STATE’S STATUTORY MANDATE TO 

PREPARE BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATES PRIOR TO THE 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 166.041(4), FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING 

FINDINGS; ADOPTING BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

PROCEDURES, REQUIREMENTS AND EXEMPTIONS; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  Findings.  In adopting this Ordinance, the Town Council of the Town of Lake 

Hamilton, Florida (the “Town”) hereby makes and expresses the following findings, purposes, 

and intent: 

 (1) The Town has been conferred broad legislative powers to enact ordinances to 

perform governmental functions and exercise power to promote the health, welfare, safety and 

quality of life of a local government’s residents by both the Florida Constitution and the Florida 

Legislature. 

 (2) The procedures for adopting municipal ordinances are set forth in Section 

166.041, Florida Statutes. 

 (3) The Florida Constitution grants municipalities broad authority to take actions 

furthering citizens’ health, welfare, safety, and quality of life called “home rule,” and this 

authority includes legislative powers to enact local laws. 

 (4) Florida municipalities have those governmental, corporate, and proprietary 

powers that enable them to conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions and 

provide municipal services, and exercise any power for municipal purposes, except as otherwise 

provided by law. 

 (5) These home rule powers have been liberally construed when reviewed by courts. 

 (6) This broad home rule authority is limited by two guideposts: preemption, where a 

higher level of government such as the State has already legislated on a topic, and standards of 

reasonableness. 

 (7) A municipal ordinance can be declared invalid on the grounds that it is 

inconsistent with the Florida Constitution or Florida Statutes, and inconsistency may be found 

where a municipal ordinance is either preempted by or in conflict with the Florida Constitution 

or Florida Statutes. 
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 (8) A municipal ordinance can also be declared invalid on the grounds that it is 

arbitrary or unreasonable, meaning that is has no legitimate governmental interest, and municipal 

ordinances are presumed valid by courts reviewing them, and the burden falls on the challenger 

to establish the ordinance’s arbitrary or unreasonable nature. 

 (9) Beginning October 1, 2023, municipal ordinances adopted in Florida may be 

subject to local challenge based upon failure to produce a “business impact estimate.” 

 (10) If a court invalidates an ordinance, this ruling may result in imposition of 

attorneys’ fees against a municipality if an ordinance is later determined to be arbitrary or 

unreasonable. 

 (11) The Florida Legislature also adopted a statutory mandate that municipalities 

produce a “business impact estimate” prior to passing an ordinance, subject to certain 

exemptions and exceptions. 

 (12) The statute (Chapter 2023-309, Laws of Florida, codified as Section 166.041(4), 

Florida Statutes) mandates that the estimate must be published on the municipality’s website and 

include certain information, such as the proposed ordinance’s purpose, estimated economic 

impact on businesses, and compliance costs. 

 (13) This unfunded state mandate also imposes certain conditions on lawsuits brought 

by any party to challenge the legal validity of local ordinances as preempted by state law, 

arbitrary, or unreasonable. 

 (14) The state has created a number of exemptions for certain specified ordinances, 

including 

 -  Ordinances required to comply with federal or state laws or regulations 

 - Ordinances relating to the issuance or refinancing of debt 

 -  Ordinances relating to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including 

revenue sources necessary to fund the budget 

 - Ordinances required to implement a contract or agreement, including grants or 

financial assistance 

 - Emergency ordinances 

 - Ordinances related to procurement 

 - Ordinances enacted to implement: Part II, Ch. 163, including land development 

regulations, zoning, development orders, development agreements, and development permits; 

Sections 190.046(CDDs); the Florida Building Code; the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 (15) The Town Council has provided all necessary public notice and held the requisite 

public hearings and accepted testimony and other competent, substantial evidence from the 

public for purposes of making these findings and determining to adopt this ordinance. 
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 Section 2.   AMENDING CHAPTER 1 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, TO ADD SEC. 1-13, TO BE TITLED 

“IMPLEMENTATION OF STATUTORY MANDATE TO PERFORM BUSINESS 

IMPACT ESTIMATES.” That Chapter 1 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Lake 

Hamilton, Florida (hereinafter “the Code”) is hereby amended to add Section 1-13, which shall 

be read as follows (underline language added): 

Sec. 1-13. – Implementation of Statutory mandate to perform business impact estimates. 

The Town Council hereby adopts the implement the Florida statutory mandate contained in 

section 166.041(4), Florida Statutes, to perform business impact estimates prior to the adoption 

of certain ordinances as specified in the statute. The Town Council shall perform a business 

impact statement in accordance with the requirements or the statute for all ordinances not 

exempted by section 166.041(4)(c) or 166.0411, Florida Statutes, and may in its sole discretion 

determine to perform a business impact statement for any ordinance that is exempt under the 

statute.  Nothing contained herein is intended to create additional mandates for performing the 

business impact estimates of exempt ordinances or to waive any exemption. The Town hereby 

authorizes and adopts a pass through charge applicable to any person, firm, entity, or business 

which requests or sponsors the adoption of an ordinance solely to assess, cover and collect the 

fees, deposits, costs and expenses relating to pertaining to the preparation of the business impact 

estimate. The Town may in its sole discretion waive this pass through charge. 

 Section 3.   SEVERABILITY.   If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared 

by any court of competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 

remaining provisions and portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full effect. 

 Section 4.   CONFLICTS.   Should any provision contained in this Ordinance conflict 

with any prior provision of the Code or any Town ordinance, then the provisions of this 

ordinance shall control. 

 Section 5.   EFFECTIVE DATE.   This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its 

adoption. 

 INTRODUCED on first reading this _____ day of __________, 2024. 

 

 PASSED on second reading this ____ day of ____________, 2024. 

        

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA 

 

 

              

       MICHAEL KEHOE, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________________      

JACQUELINE BORJA, TOWN CLERK 
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Approved as to form: 

 

 

________________________________________       

HEATHER R. MAXWELL, TOWN ATTORNEY  

 

 

 

Record of Vote         Yes        No 

Roberson                ____   ____                

Tomlinson              ____   ____                    

Slavens                    ____   ____  

Wagner  ____   ____                               

Kehoe                     ____   ____                
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ORDINANCE O-24-02 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA, 

RELATING TO WATER AND SEWER UTILITIES; AMENDING 

SECTION 32-14 AND SECTION 32-15 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA (THE “CODE”); TO 

UPDATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE RATES AND UTILITY AUDIT FEE; 

TO UPDATE UTILITY ACCOUNT PAYMENT METHODS; PROVIDING 

FOR CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR 

CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  TITLE; FINDINGS. 

(a) Findings.  In adopting this Ordinance and modifying the Town Code, the Town 

Council of Lake Hamilton, Florida, hereby makes the following findings: 

 (1) The Town is authorized, pursuant to general and special law and its home 

rule powers contained in statutes and the Florida Constitution, to own, manage, operate, provide 

and extend central water, wastewater, and reclaimed water services both within and without the 

Town of Lake Hamilton, Florida. 

 (2) In furtherance thereof, the Town declared beginning in 2013 and 

continuously thereafter an exclusive water and wastewater service area both within and without 

the Town limits.  

 (3) The Town is authorized by its Charter, Section 166.201, Florida Statutes, 

and Sections 180.13 and 180.191, Florida Statutes, to establish and fix rates, fees, and charges for 

customers within and without the boundaries of the Town. 

 (5) The rates, fees, and charges established herein provide funding for water 

and wastewater utility services which promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the Town’s 

customers as therefore beneficial to the rate payers of the Town’s water and wastewater utility 

system. 

 (6) The Town has provided the required public notice and held the necessary 

public hearing(s) in order to adopt these rules. 

 

SECTION 2.  REVISIONS TO SECTION 32-14, LAKE HAMILTON CODE.   

Section 32-14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Lake Hamilton, Florida, (the 

“Lake Hamilton Code”) is hereby amended to read as follows (strikethrough language 

deleted, underline language added): 
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Page 2 of 11 

“Sec. 32-14. - User charges, billing, delinquent accounts. 

All customers of the town's water and sewer systems shall pay all applicable monthly user 

charges, connection fees, lines extension charges and all related charges at rates established by the 

town council. Billing for water and sewer service shall be rendered monthly, or as otherwise 

determined by the Town council. Requests for re-connection after service has been terminated 

shall be accompanied by payment of a re-connection service fee established by resolution of the 

town council. Payment of the entire amount of the delinquent bill and additional payment to offset 

any deficiencies in the required deposit account shall be required.  Re-institution of service shall 

be accomplished only by the department of public works. Any unauthorized connection shall 

subject the violator to the full penalties of the law.  

(1)  Adoption of Water System Rates.  The Town hereby establishes and adopts the 

following water rates: 

(a)  Users of potable water for residences located inside the Corporate Limits of the 

Town of Lake Hamilton shall pay a minimum monthly sum, which shall be known as the "Service 

Fee", plus the per thousand gallon consumption charges as adopted by Ordinance No. O-2014-07 

of the Town of Lake Hamilton, and as may be amended by Ordinance from time to time. 

(b)  Users of potable water for residences located outside the Corporate Limits of 

the Town of Lake Hamilton and all non-residential uses whether located inside or outside the 

Corporate Limits shall pay a minimum monthly sum, which shall be known as the "Service Fee", 

plus the per thousand gallon consumption charges as adopted by Ordinance No. O-2014-07 of the 

Town of Lake Hamilton, and as may be amended by Ordinance from time to time. 

 (2) Adoption of Wastewater System Rates.  The Town Council of the Town of Lake 

Hamilton hereby establishes a Retail Wastewater Service Base Rate of $48.51 and a Usage Rate 

in the amount of $13.61 per thousand gallons of wastewater, as measured by retail water meter 

reading.  A current schedule of the Wholesale Wastewater Service Rate shall be on file in the office 

of the Town Clerk. 

(3) Annual Indexing Adjustment of Rates.  That each October 1 from and after October 

1, 2021, the latest water and wastewater charges shall be adjusted by the greater of (1) 3%, or (2) 

the amount of the annual increase in the index numbers of based upon the change in that year’s 

Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers: water, sewer, and trash collection services in U.S. 

City Average. 

(4) Miscellaneous Rates.  The Town adopts the following miscellaneous rates: 

Utility Service Fees and Charges for Residents and Business 
 
 
 
 

 

Service Charge Description 
Note: Water turn/off are conducted the next business day unless 
same day service is requested and paid by 4:00 PM 

Amount 
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New Account Admin Charge (to open an account) $30 

Closing Account Admin Charge added to the account prior to return of 
Deposit 

$30 

New Account Water Deposit – required to open a new account $200 

Non-Sufficient Fund Fee $30 

Delinquent Account increased deposit $400 

Delinquent Account meter turn off Fee $30 

Account holder request for temporary meter turn on/off service.  $30 

Optional Same day meter turn on service fee in addition to all other fees 
applicable. Not available for accounts with payment plan. 

$30 

After Hours Emergency Meter Service Response Fee. Normal Hours are - 
- Outside of Normal Hours: Monday through Friday from 8:00AM to 5:00PM 

$60 

Emergency Service Response Visit Fee –  
During Business Hours: Monday through Friday from 8:00AM to 5:00PM 

$30 

Labor – Emergency Response: 
During Business Hours: Mon-Fri (8:00AM to 5:00PM) – Technician 
During Business Hours: Mon-Fri (8:00AM to 5:00PM) – Supervisor 
Outside Business Hours: Mon-Fri (8:00AM to 5:00PM) – Technician 
Outside Business Hours: Mon-Fri (8:00AM to 5:00PM) - Supervisor 

 
$45/hr 
$65/hr 
$67.50/hr 
$97.50/hr 
 

Materials/Supplies – Emergency Response/Repair Materials Cost 
Only 

In person or over the phone service fee in addition to credit card fees $5 

Late Fee is 10% of unpaid water use balance assessed after the 20th COB 10% 

Water audit and/or disputed meter reading if results of audit determine 
meter is working accurately. This Fee is Waived if Meter is not Registering 
within AWWA Standards 

$60  $25 

 Accounts with OnSyte Performance System – Monthly fee $37.52 

  New meter and connection set fee ¾” (new meters installed 4 business                                                                 
days minimum after application is submitted). 

$200 labor + cost 
of parts 

    New meter and connection set fee 1” (new meters installed 4 business days                        
minimum after application is submitted). Maximum Residential size. 

$200 labor + cost 
of parts 

New meter and connection set fee 2” (new meters installed 4 business days 
minimum after application is submitted). 

$300 labor + cost 
of parts 

New Meter and connection above 2” will need to be included in building permit and approved by 
the town. The installation and cost will be the responsibility of the account holder and must be 
done by a licensed professional. 

Relocating Existing meter. Based on New Meter Set Fee costs 
Breakdown minus the cost of the meter 

Construction Meter – Admin new account and closing fee ($60) + Set up and take down 
fee ($60) + monthly Base charge and water usage Billed monthly. + equipment deposit 
($1500.00) + Water Deposit ($200). Any Construction Meter Account not paid on time 
monthly will be discontinued, unpaid charges will be deducted from the deposit and meter 
will be reclaimed. A new account will need to be opened at that time.  

Damage to Meter Box, Damage to Meter, Damage to any appurtenances 
to the water system. 

Labor and 
replacement cost 

Penalty for Meter Tampering/Theft of Service 1st infraction Statutory 
Penalty for Meter Tampering/Theft of Service 2nd infraction Statutory 

Penalty for Meter Tampering/Theft of Service 3rd infraction Statutory 
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Penalty for Obscured Meter Statutory 

Penalty for Cross Connection Statutory 

Penalty for Connection to Other Systems Statutory 

 

 

 

SECTION 3.  REVISIONS TO SECTION 32-15, LAKE HAMILTON CODE.  

Section 32-15 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Lake Hamilton, Florida, (the 

“Lake Hamilton Code”) is hereby amended to read as follows (strikethrough language 

deleted, underline language added): 

Sec. 32-15. - Utility service policies.  

The town council hereby adopts user service rules, regulations, policies and fees as set forth 

below.  The administrator/clerk may for convenience publish these utility service policies in a 

document containing the utility service application with instructions for completing it, referencing 

pertinent state laws affecting water customers, and specifying the current fees for deposits, impact 

fees and setting meters, and other information that the administrator or clerk may determine is 

needed from time to time.  

 (1)  Establishment of Water Service. Every residential dwelling unit and every non-

residential land use, be it a business, an industrial operation, a non-profit or a church, shall apply 

to the Town for water service. Upon payment of deposits and fees by the applicant, the Town will 

establish the water service connection, which shall be the only potable water connection for the 

customer. Water service will be immediate and continuous as long the account remains current. 

  

  (a)  A water meter set fee, based on the size of the meter that has been chosen by 

the customer, shall be charged by the Town for tapping the water main and furnishing and 

installing a water meter. The fee is the same whether the property and the customer are located 

within or outside the town. 

 

  (b)  The Town will construct, extend and provide water service from the water 

main adjacent to the property requesting water service; shall set the water meter and check valve, 

and shall connect the water meter to the water service. 

 

  (c)  If the property is on the opposite side of the road from the water main, the 

applicant shall hire a licensed plumber or underground utilities contractor to tap the main and bore 

a water service line under the road. The plumber or contractor is responsible for applying for and 

receiving an approved permit from the Town, or in the case of crossing a Polk County or Florida 

State road or highway, a permit from the appropriate agency. Materials and methods employed 

shall be specified by the permitting agency. 

(2) Water Application and Fees. 
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  (a)  The applicant must apply for water service from the town as a new applicant. 

They shall complete a Water Service application provided by the town, provide required 

documentation, and pay to the Utility Billing Office a deposit in the amount established by the 

Town Council as amended from time to time, which is currently $200.00. An administrative fee 

of $30 is also due at time of application. 

 

  (b)  As a part of the application, the applicant shall provide a picture ID; and 

documents’ showing the applicant is authorized to reside or conduct business at the address shown 

on the application. 

 

  (c)  The town will have water turned on at said address the next business day of 

completed application being accepted by the Utility Billing office. Applicants may pay an 

additional service fee to have service established sooner. Applications made on a Friday may not 

be turned on until the next Monday. 

  

  (d)   Water may be turned on for inspection purposes with an application and a $60 

fee. Service will remain on for 48 hours. 

 (3)   Other Services Provided. Upon the opening of a utility account, the account holder 

agrees to be charged for other municipal services provided by the Town. For residential properties 

located in the town limits, the services and charges include: Water, sewer, and associated taxes 

and service, Garbage and Recycle, Trash, and Stormwater. For commercial customers, charges 

include: Water and associated taxes and Stormwater. For accounts located outside the town limits, 

charges include: Water, sewer and associated taxes and service. 

 (4)  Rates. Water Rates are set forth in sec. 32-14 of the Town Code. Other utility charges 

are determined by adoption the annual budget. 

 (5)  Payment for Services. Water meters are read on/or near the 20th of every month. Users 

are billed monthly on the last business day of each month. Payments are due on the 20th of every 

month. 

   (a)  Payments can be made in person at town hall on any Monday, Wednesday, or 

Friday not a state or federal holiday by cash, check, money order or credit card (service fees apply). 

Payments can be dropped in the after-hours payment box located outside of town hall. Credit card 

payments by phone can only be done on Fridays and the 20th of the month. A credit card company 

convenience fee will be charged for all credit/debit card payments. A town service charge An 

administrative service processing charge is collected for all in-person or over the phone credit/debit 

card payments. Payments can also be dropped in the after-hours payment box located outside of 

Town Hall. 

 

   (b)  User and service charges not paid on or before the 20th of the month will have 

a late charge added to the bill assessed to the account and said fee shall be payable by the next 

month on the 20th 20th day of the next month. If the 20th falls on a weekend or a holiday, the late 
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charge will be applied to the unpaid bill on the working day next business day following the due 

date. 

 

 (6) Delinquent Accounts/Disconnect Water. Accounts will be considered delinquent if any 

account balance is sixty (60) thirty (30 days past due and will be subject to water service being 

discontinued with no further notice. A $30 disconnect fee will be applied to the account. Monthly 

water base fee and all other service charges will continue to be billed. 

  

  (a) At any time that the User’s Account is delinquent for more than sixty (60) days 

and is over $200, the amount on deposit for the customer will be withdrawn from the deposit 

account and applied toward payment of the delinquent bill. Such amount will then be invoiced to 

the User’s Account. In the case of an account that has become so delinquent that the original 

deposit has been depleted, the deposit to re-establish water service will be double the current 

deposit of $200, which would be $400. 

  (b a)  Hardship Status – The town understands that some customers may not be able 

to pay the full balance due to a hardship. If that is the case, the account holder must set up an 

approved request a payment plan with the Clerk’s Finance office. If a payment plan has been is 

approved, future late fees during the plan period will be waived if the payment plan is being 

adhered to. If the account holder does not abide by defaults on the terms of the payment plan, the 

account service will be turned off disconnected and item (6) and (6)(a) above will prevail.  Payment 

plans cannot extend past three months ninety (90) days. 

 (7)  Restore Water – Upon receipt of payment of the full past due amount and disconnect 

fee from the customer, or in case of a hardship, an approved payment plan with specified payment 

being received and recorded, the Utilities Department shall have the water service restored to the 

customer the next business day. Payments to restore water made on Friday may not be turned on 

until Monday. Re-connection payments made on a Friday may result in restoration of services on 

the following Monday. 

 (8)  Non-sufficient Funds. Should a payment made by check not be accepted by the bank, 

water service will be discontinued, and all future payments must be paid by cash, money order, 

certified Cashier’s check or credit card. A $30 non-sufficient fund fee, a $30 disconnect fee, plus 

the amount of the unpaid bill will be charged to the account holder. 

 (a)  Should a payment be made by credit card and the account holder initiates a credit card 

chargeback with their financial institution without first attempting to resolve a payment issue with 

the Town (referred to as “merchant”) a $30 credit card chargeback fee, plus the amount of the 

unpaid bill, will be charged to the account holder. Thereafter, the customer will not be eligible to 

make future credit card payments. 

 (9)  Destruction and Tampering. By opening an account for services, you agree not to 

maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any 

structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of the water system of the town. 

  (a)  If you or any person using your property willfully tampers with, damages, or 

illegally connects to, diverts or extends the system without first applying for and receiving service 
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from the town, you are in violation of Sections 812.14(2)-(5), Florida Statutes and can be charged 

with a misdemeanor of the first degree, which is punishable by a fine of $1,000. 

  (b)  If a meter has been locked by staff because of a delinquent account or no 

application for service on file to the property and it is determined that the lock was removed without 

staff authorization, the meter will be removed, the account will be considered delinquent and all 

past balances must be paid to reestablish a new account and all fees must be paid to reinstall the 

meter. 

(10)  Putting Account on Vacation Mode/Transfer Account. You may submit an 

application to modify your account for any time you will be away from your residence for more 

than six months. This will take off the charges for garbage and trash. The bill will still show the 

Water Base Rate and Stormwater charges. If you relocate to another property which is served by 

the Town of Lake Hamilton, you must file an application to establish services at the new 

property. You do not need to pay another deposit, but your account must be current in order to 

transfer. 

(11)  Reporting a Possible Leak/Dispute a High Bill/Zero Consumption. If a water 

customer desires the town to check their meter for a leak or possible defective meter or service 

line, they should report it to the utility billing specialist and a work order will be completed and 

given to the Water Department. If there is no issue with the meter or town service line, the customer 

will be billed $60. The water customer should follow up with the Clerk’s office to determine the 

outcome. 

 

(a) The town is not responsible for service lines beyond the meter. 

 

(b)  If there is an issue with the meter and components, the town will repair the 

meter and components at no cost to the customer. 

 

(12)  Water Meter Maintenance. Water Meters are maintained on a set schedule. As a result 

of these maintenance activities, the meter or the register(s) may be changed. The new meter reading 

shall be brought to the attention of Utility Billing. If a change in register numerical sequencing 

causes an error in the consumptive calculations, the customer's account may not be charged 

correctly. Once discovered, the customer will be notified of the error and if any adjustments are 

due they will be posted. Accounts shall be adjusted as described below: 

 

(a) The period in question may not be any greater than the previous six (6) months. 

 

 (b) If the payment(s) was less than the average, the customer shall be sent a 

corrected bill. 

 

 (c) The customer will be allowed to pay this amount over the same number of 

months as the months in question, up to a maximum of six (6) months. 

 

 (d) If the payment(s) was greater than the average, the customer’s account shall be 

credited the difference. 

039



Ordinance O-24-02 

Page 8 of 11 

 

 (13)  Payment for Water Service in the Event of a Leak. Plumbing problems beyond the meter 

outlet are the responsibility of the customer. There are instances when the customer's plumbing 

system may develop a leak. As a courtesy by the Town, this policy is intended to offer the customer 

some billing relief in the form of a credit while the Town recovers a portion of the cost to treat and 

deliver the water. In the event an inordinate increase in water usage by any customer is discovered 

in the billing process, it is the duty of the customer to immediately determine if there is a leak 

within the building or buildings on his property or in the service line from the meter to the 

building(s) and make immediate repairs. 
  

The customer may recognize the leak and initiate repairs, or Utility Billing may issue a work order 

if "HIGH CONSUMPTION" is detected through the billing system. If Utility Billing issues a work 

order the water meter will be read a second time. If the reading is correct, a door tag will be left 

notifying the customer that a leak may exist on their system. A water audit will be recommended 

and scheduled upon the customer's request and $60 $25 billed to the account. Once the customer 

has been notified, they will have until the next billing cycle to correct the leak for any monetary 

adjustment to be considered. Any high consumption that occurs beyond that time will not be 

considered for adjustment / credit because the customer should be proactive with making repairs 

once they are alerted to a problem, either by a high consumption invoice or a notification from 

staff. Hence, from the time of the first high consumption invoice until repaired should be no more 

than three (3) months. The three (3) month period will be the only period considered for the leak 

credit review. Once the customer repairs the leak and provides a written request explaining the 

problem, which should include proof of repairs (with proper dates), they can request an adjustment 

to offer some financial relief in the form of a courtesy credit. The customer shall pay all current 

charges and NOT delay payment during the leak credit review process. If a credit is authorized, it 

will appear on a future bill. Only one (1) credit per a twelve (12) month period shall be considered 

per property. This policy is NOT intended to address repetitive plumbing problems.  

 

  (a)   The base service charge shall not be included in determining the credit. 

 

  (b)   The Utility Maintenance Division shall determine the average water   

  consumption for a six (6) month period prior to the leak to establish a ''base-line''. 

 

  (c)   Utility Billing Division shall determine which invoices constitute the high usage 

  to use in the calculations associated with the adjustment. 

 

  (d)   Utility Billing Division is authorized to provide the customer a credit for three  

  months of high usage amount over the amount as calculated in (b) above at current  

  water rates, based upon the following criteria: 

 

    (1) The customer has properly completed the repair and submitted   

    documentations for the credit request form and, 

 

    (2)   The cause of the high consumption was found during the billing cycle 

    or water audit, and/or 

 

    (3)   The customer recognized the leak, and 
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    (4)   The cause was such that a reasonable and prudent customer could not  

    recognize the problem in a timely manner. 

 

  (e)   Only these leaks may be considered: 

 

    (1)   Underground domestic pipe leaks 

 

    (2)   Under the structure domestic pipe leaks 

 

    (3)   Underground irrigation pipe leaks 

 

    (4)   Leaks in the fitting connecting to the water meter 

 

  (f)   Leaks that will NOT be considered: 

 

    (1)   Toilet, faucet or other fixture leaks 

    (2)   Swimming pool problems, (piping, pumps, filters, etc.) 

    (3)   Sprinkler equipment problems, (timers/controllers, sprinkler heads,  

    etc.) 

    (4)   Customer negligence 

    (5)   Water theft 

    (6)   Unknown or unexplained water consumption 

 (14)  Payment for Zero Consumption – Water consumption is measured through 

mechanical water meters. These meters are owned by the Town and maintained on a specified 

schedule. The maintenance schedule has been established to promote accurate readings and 

protect the interest of the customer and the investment of the Town. Being a mechanical 

device, there are instances when a meter may "slow down" or may fail completely and stop 

totalizing water flow. The Utility Billing System normally detects these problems and 

provides a "Zero Consumption - Low Meter Use Report". This report checks the latest meter 

reading and lists those active accounts with zero consumption. Utility Maintenance staff 

reviews this report and generates a work order to have field personnel investigate. The meter 

is then checked, replaced and/or repaired, and the results given Utility Billing via the 

completed work order form. Based on that information, the customer will be "BACK 

BILLED" for all water consumed but not registered as follows:  

  (a)  The period in question may not be any greater than the previous twelve (12) 

  months. 

  (b)  The average water consumption per month will be determined.  

  (c)  The average water consumption per month, totaled for the number of months 

  in question will be the amount the customer will be back billed.  
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  (d)  It shall be determined if the monthly base charge was paid or should be back 

  billed. 

  (e)  The customer will be allowed to pay the total amount due over the same  

  number of months as the months in question, up to a maximum of twelve (12)  

  months. 

 (15)  Closing an Account. The Town must receive a signed application or electronic 

communication from the account holders verified email to modify or close an account. When the 

application is received a final meter reading will take place and the applicant’s deposit will be used 

to pay the final bill, disconnect fee and any delinquent charges. If the deposit is not enough to pay 

the outstanding balance an invoice will be mailed to the applicant and payment must be received 

within 15 days of date the invoice was mailed. 

SECTION 4. CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS.  

 The Town Council intends that this Ordinance be made part of the Town of Lake Hamilton Code 

of Ordinances, and that sections of this Ordinance can be renumbered or re-lettered and the word 

“Ordinance” may be changed to “Section”, “Article” or some other appropriate word or phrase to 

accomplish codification, and regardless of whether this Ordinance is ever codified, the Ordinance 

may be renumbered or re-lettered and scrivener’s or typographical errors and clarification of 

ambiguous wording that do not affect the intent may be corrected with the authorization of the 

Town Administrator without the need for a public hearing.  

SECTION 5.  CONFLICTS.  

If the event of a conflict with any other Town ordinances or part of ordinances, the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall control.  

SECTION  6.  SEVERABILITY.  

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, word, or other part of this Chapter is 

for any reason declared unconstitutional or invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, 

such part shall be deemed separate, distinct and independent and the remainder of this 

Chapter shall continue in full force and effect.  

SECTION  7.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 

 

INTRODUCED and PASSED on first reading this 5th day of APRIL 2022.  

PASSED and ADOPTED on second reading this 3rd  day of May 2022.  

 

       TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA 
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       MICHAEL KEHOE, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________________      

JACQUELINE BORJA, TOWN CLERK 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

________________________________________       

HEATHER R. MAXWELL, TOWN ATTORNEY  

 

 Record of Vote Yes No 

Slavins       

Roberson       

Tomlinson       

Wagner       
Kehoe       
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ORDINANCE O-24-03 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, 
FLORIDA; AMENDING TABLE 1 OF SECTION 32-8(e) OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF LAKE 
HAMLTINON TO CORRECT AN ERROR IN THE TABLE OF 
WATER CONNECTION FEES FOR RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT WITH METERS UP TO 6.0 
INCHES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLITS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO TABLE 1, SECTION 32-8. CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
 
Table 1, located in Section 32-8(e) of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Lake Hamilton, 
Florida, is hereby corrected and shall read as follows (strikethrough language deleted, underline 
language added): 
 

Table 1: Water Connection Fees for Residential and  
Commercial development with meters up to 6.0 inches  

Meter Size  
(in inches)  

Ratio to meter size  Water Connection 
Fee for Service 
Inside Town Limits  

Water Connection 
Fee for Service 
Outside Town 
Limits  

1.0 & less  1.0  $2,319.29  $2,899.11  
1.5  2.0  4,638.58  5,798.23  
2.0  5.0  18,554.32 14,495.56  14,495.56  

18,119.45 

3.0  8.0  37,108.64  46,385.80  
4.0  16.0  57,982.28  72,477.79  
6.0  25.0  115,964.56  144,955.70  

 

SECTION 2. CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS.  

 The Town Council intends that this Ordinance be made part of the Town of Lake Hamilton 
Code of Ordinances, and that sections of this Ordinance can be renumbered or re-lettered and the 
word “Ordinance” may be changed to “Section”, “Article” or some other appropriate word or 
phrase to accomplish codification, and regardless of whether this Ordinance is ever codified, the 
Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered and scrivener’s or typographical errors and 
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clarification of ambiguous wording that do not affect the intent may be corrected with the 
authorization of the Town Administrator without the need for a public hearing.  

SECTION 3  CONFLICTS.  

If the event of a conflict with any other Town ordinances or part of ordinances, the provisions of 
this Ordinance shall control.  

SECTION  4.  SEVERABILITY.  

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, word, or other part of this Ordinance is for 
any reason declared unconstitutional or invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such part 
shall be deemed separate, distinct and independent and the remainder of this Ordinance shall 
continue in full force and effect.  

SECTION  5.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 
 

INTRODUCED and PASSED on first reading this _____ day of ___________, 2024.  

PASSED and ADOPTED on second reading this _____ day of ____________, 2024.  

 
       TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA 
 
 
              
       MICHAEL KEHOE, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________      
JACQUELINE BORJA, TOWN CLERK 

Approved as to form: 
 
 
________________________________________       
HEATHER R. MAXWELL, TOWN ATTORNEY  

 
Record of Vote Yes No 

Slavens       
Roberson       
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 Tomlinson       
Wagner       
Kehoe       
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Town of Lake Hamilton 
Town Council 

Agenda Summary Report 
 

 

 
 
TO:    Mayor, Town Council, Town Attorney 

FROM:              Chris Kirby, Town Planner 

AGENDA ITEM: Ordinance O-24-04 Detour School Annexation 

                                        

DATE:             February 6, 2024 

 

SUMMARY:             Multiple parcels totaling 58 acres adjacent to Lake Hamilton property on 

Lake Hatchineha Road, petitioned by the property owner for annexation. 

 

ATTORNY REVIEW: YES:  NO:  N/A:    

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: YES:  NO:   If Yes, Please Explain: 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:      Staff recommends approving Ordinance O-24-04 Detour School 

Annexation 

ATTACHEMENTS:    a) Public Notice 

                                        b) Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE O-24-04 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LAKE HAMILTON EXTENDING THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF 

THE TOWN SO AS TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL TERRITORY 

LYING ADJACENT TO THE PRESENT BOUNDARIES OF THE 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTION, FLORIDA; DESCRIBING SAID 

ADDITONAL TERRITORY; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 

IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING FOR 

APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. THE PROPERTY 

LOCATION IS 4,000 FEET EAST OF DETOUR ROAD ON THE 

SOUTHWEST CORNER ALFORD ROAD CONTAINING 58.70 

ACRES. 

 

WHEREAS, a petition integrate territory into the Town of Lake Hamilton has been filed 

requesting the Town to extend its corporate limits to include certain property herein described; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Lake Hamilton deems it expedient and practical to incorporate 

said territory as the same is in conformity with overall plans for extending boundaries of the Town; 

and welfare, and 

WHEREAS, the property herein described is contiguous and adjacent to the corporate 

limits of the Town of Lake Hamilton, and the property will become a part of the unified corporate 

area with respect municipal services and benefits. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Town Council of the Town of Lake Hamilton does hereby annex into the 

corporate limits of the Town of Lake Hamilton, Florida, 4 parcels owned by the Cassidy 

Land Development, LLC and consisting of a total of 58.70 acres, described as follows: 

Parcel  Number:  272822-000000-011030,  272822-000000-011020,  272822- 

000000-011010,  272822-000000-013040 

 

Section 22, Township 28 South, Range 15 East, Polk County, Florida. 

 

2. The town boundaries of the Town of Lake Hamilton are hereby redefined to include 

the parcels of land described above and in accordance with Exhibit “A” hereto attached 
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and made a part of the Ordinance. 

 

3. All ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

4. If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional or unenforceable, then all remaining provision 

and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

5. This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption. 

 

INTRODUCED on first reading this  day of  , 2024. 

 

PASSED on second reading this  day of  , 2024. 

 

 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA 
 

 

MICHAEL KEHOE, MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

JACQUELINE BORJA, TOWN CLERK 

Approved as to form: 
 

 

 

HEATHER MAXWELL, TOWN ATTORNEY 
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Record of Vote Yes No 

Wagner       

Roberson       

Tomlinson       

Slavin       

Kehoe       
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EXHIBIT A 

Group 9 Annexation and Legal Description 
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Town of Lake Hamilton 
Town Council 

Agenda Summary Report 
 

 

 
 
TO:    Mayor, Town Council, Town Attorney 

FROM:              Chris Kirby, Town Planner 

AGENDA ITEM: Ordinance O-24-05 Water Tank CDD 

                                        

DATE:             February 6, 2024 

 

SUMMARY:             An Ordinance to create the Water Tank Community Development District. 

 

ATTORNY REVIEW: YES:  NO:  N/A:    

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: YES:  NO:   If Yes, Please Explain: 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:      Staff recommends approving Ordinance O-24-05 Water Tank 

Community Development District 

ATTACHEMENTS:    a) Public Notice 

                                        b) Ordinance 
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                                                ORDINANCE NO.  O-24-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LAKE 

HAMILTON, FLORIDA ESTABLISHING THE WATER TANK ROAD 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 190, 

FLORIDA STATUTES (2023); PROVIDING A TITLE; PROVIDING FINDINGS; 

CREATING AND NAMING THE DISTRICT; DESCRIBING THE FUNCTIONS 

AND POWERS OF THE DISTRICT; DESIGNATING FIVE PERSONS TO 

SERVE AS THE INITIAL MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICTS BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN 

EEFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, Cassidy Land Development, LLC, a Florida limited liability company ("Petitioner"), 

has filed a Petition to Establish the Water Tank Road Community Development District (the 

"Petition") with the Town Council of the Town of Lake Hamilton (the "Town Council") pursuant to 

Section 190.005(2)(a), Florida Statutes, to adopt an ordinance establishing the Water Tank Road 

Community Development District (the "District") pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, Petitioner is a Florida limited liability company authorized to conduct business 

in the State of Florida, whose address is 346 East Central Ave, Winter Haven, Florida 33880; and 

WHEREAS, the owners of one hundred percent (100%) of the real property to be included in the 

District have consented to the establishment of the District; and 

WHEREAS, all interested persons and affected units of general-purpose local government were 

afforded an opportunity to present oral and written comments on the Petition at a duly noticed public 

hearing conducted by the Town Council on __Feb 6th____, 2024, pursuant to Section 190.005(2)(b), 

Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, upon consideration of the record established at that duly noticed hearing, the Town 

Council has considered the record of the public hearing and the statutory factors set forth in section 

190.005(2)(c), Florida Statutes, in making its determination to grant or deny the Petition; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council, pursuant to the information contained within the Petition and 

based on an investigation conducted by staff and otherwise being fully advised as to the facts and 

circumstances contained within the request of the District, finds as follows: 

(1) The statements within the Petition are true and correct; and 

(2) The Petition is complete in that it meets the requirements of Section 190.005(2)(a), 

Florida Statutes; and 

(3) The appropriate Town of Lake Hamilton staff have reviewed the Petition for 

establishment of the District on the proposed land and have advised the Town Council 

that said Petition is complete and sufficient; and 

(4) Establishment of the District by this Ordinance is subject to and not inconsistent with 

any applicable element or portion of the state comprehensive plan or the Town 

Comprehensive Plan; and 
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(5) The area of land within the District is of sufficient size, is sufficiently compact, and 

is sufficiently contiguous to be developed as one functional, interrelated 

community; and 

(6) The District is the best alternative available for delivering community development 

services and facilities to the area that will be served by the District; and 

(7) The community development services and facilities of the District will not be 

incompatible with the capacity and uses of existing local and regional community 

development services and facilities; and 

(8) The area that will be served by the District is amenable to separate special-district 

government; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the information stated above, the Town Council has decided to  

grant the Petition to establish the Water Tank Road Community Development District; and 

WHEREAS, establishment of the District will constitute a timely, efficient, effective, 

responsive and economic way to deliver community development services in the area described in the 

Petition; and 

WHEREAS, the establishment of the District shall not act to amend any land development 

approvals governing the land area to be included within the District; and 

WHEREAS, upon the effective date of this establishing Ordinance, the Water Tank Road 

Community Development District, as created by general law, will be duly and legally authorized 

to exist on the proposed property and to exercise all of its general and special powers  as limited 

by law. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1. TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Water 

Tank Road Community Development District Establishment Ordinance." 

SECTION 2. BOARD FINDINGS. The Board findings set forth in the recitals to this 

Ordinance are hereby incorporated in this Ordinance. 

SECTION 3. AUTHORITY. This Ordinance is adopted in compliance with and pursuant 

to the Uniform Community Development District Act of 1980, Chapter 190, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION 4. CREATION OF DISTRICT; DISTRICT NAME. The Petition filed to 

create the Water Tank Road Community Development District is hereby granted and there is 

hereby created a community development district, which is situated within the Town of Lake 

Hamilton, Florida, which District shall be known as the "Water Tank Road Community 

Development District." 

SECTION  5. EXTERNAL  BOUNDARIES OF THE  DISTRICT. The external 

boundaries of the District are described in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated by 

reference, the overall boundaries encompassing 289 acres, more or less. There are no parcels 

within the external boundaries of the District that are to be excluded from the District. 

SECTION 6. FUNCTIONS AND POWERS. The District is limited to the performance 

of those powers and functions as described in Chapter 190, Florida Statutes. The District is also 

authorized to exercise additional powers to finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct, 
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reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, operate and maintain systems and facilities for: parks and 

facilities for indoor and outdoor recreational, cultural, and educational uses as authorized and 

described in Section 190.012(2)(a), Florida Statutes; and security powers, including but not 

limited to guardhouses, fences and gates, and electronic intrusion detection, as authorized and 

described in Section 190.012(2)(d), Florida Statutes. In the exercise of its powers, the District shall 

comply with all applicable governmental laws, rules, regulations and policies including, but not 

limited to, all Town of Lake Hamilton ordinances and policies governing land planning and 

permitting of the development to be served by the District. The District shall not have any zoning 

or permitting powers governing land development or the use of land. No debt or obligation of the 

District shall constitute a burden on any local general-purpose government. 

SECTION 7. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. The five persons designated to serve as 

initial members of the District's Board of Supervisors are as follows: Warren K. Heath, Daniel 

Arnette, Lindsey Roden, Jessica Petrucci, and Lauren O. Schwenk. All of the above-listed persons 

are residents of the state of Florida and citizens of the United States of America. 

SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this Ordinance, or the application 

thereof, is finally determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal, invalid, or 

unenforceable, such provision shall be deemed severable and the remaining provisions shall 

continue remain in full force and effect provided that the invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision 

is not material to the logical and intended interpretation of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon 
adoption. 

INTRODUCED AND PASSED on first reading at the regular meeting of the Town 
Council of Lake Hamilton, Florida, held this ____ day of  ____________ 2024. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on second reading at the regular meeting of the Town 
Council of Lake Hamilton, Florida, held this ______ day of _____________ 2024. 

 

TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON, FLORIDA 

______________________________________ 

 

ATTEST 

   

___________________________________________ 

JACQUELINE BORJA, TOWN CLERK 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

___________________________________________ 

HEATHER R. MAXWELL, ESQ., TOWN ATTORNEY 
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Record of Vote Yes No 

Roberson   
Tomlinson · 

Kehoe 

Wagner  

Slavin 
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EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
A PORTION OF SECTIONS  14 AND 15, TOWNSHIP 28 SOUTH, RANGE 27 EAST, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING 

MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

COMMENCE AT THE WEST 1/4 CORNER OF SAID SECTION 15; THENCE N89°00'52"E, ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF 

THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 15, A DISTANCE OF 1323.79 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE 

CONTINUE N89°00'52"E, A DISTANCE OF 1323.79 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 

OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 15; THENCE S00°35'17"E, ALONG SAID WEST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 

48.70 FEET; THENCE DEPARTING SAID WEST LINE, RUN N88°52'48"E, A DISTANCE OF 1323.96 FEET TO A POINT 

ON THE EAST LINE OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 15; THENCE N00°36'19"E,  

ALONG SAID EAST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 45.50 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 

OF SAID SECTION 15; THENCE N89°01'05"E, ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1323.44 FEET TO THE WEST 

1/4 CORNER OF SAID SECTION 14; THENCE N89°28'09"E,  ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF 

SAID SECTION 14, A DISTANCE OF 2624.54 FEET TO A POINT WEST LINE OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE 

SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 14; THENCE S00°26'38"E, ALONG SAID WEST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 999.03 FEET; 

THENCE DEPARTING SAID WEST LINE, RUN N89°25'40"E, A DISTANCE OF 936.05 FEET; THENCE S00°21'04"E, A 

DISTANCE OF 250.00 FEET; THENCE N89°25'40"E, A DISTANCE OF 375.97 FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF 

THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 14; THENCE S00°19'07"W, ALONG SAID EAST LINE, A 

DISTANCE OF 82.56 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 

SECTION 14; THENCE S89°24'42"W, ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1310.42 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST 

CORNER OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 14; THENCE S89°24'43"W, ALONG SAID SOUTH 

LINE, A DISTANCE OF 2620.49 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHWEST 

1/4 OF SECTION 14; THENCE S00°37'20"E, ALONG SAID WEST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1334.57 FEET TO A POINT ON 

THE SOUTH LINE OF SECTION 15; THENCE S89°18'33"W, ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE OF SECTION 15, A DISTANCE 

OF 662.35 FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF THE WEST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF 

SECTION 15; THENCE N00°36'50"W, ALONG SAID EAST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1332.89 FEET TO A POINT ON THE 

SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 15; THENCE S89°09'50"W, ALONG SAID 

SOUTH LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1324.30 FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 

OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 15; THENCE S00°35'48"E, ALONG SAID EAST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1329.53 

FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF SECTION 15; THENCE  ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SECTION 15 THE 

FOLLOWING TWO (2) COURSES AND DISTANCES; S89°18'33"W, A DISTANCE OF 662.35 FEET; THENCE S89°22'01"W, 

A DISTANCE OF 1324.10 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF THE WEST 1/2 OF THE SOUTH W 1/4 OF SECTION 

15; THENCE N00°34'51"W, ALONG SAID WEST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 2647.57 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  

 

 

CONTAINING 289 ACRES MORE OR LESS 
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAGLE LAKE AND 

THE TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON REGARDING THE 
UTILIZATION OF A  SPECIAL MAGISTRATE  

TO ENFORCE MUNICIPAL CODES 
 

 
 WHEREAS, local governments are authorized to enforce their codes and appoint a 

Code Enforcement Special Magistrate and Hearing Officer pursuant to Florida Statute 

162, et. seq.; and Florida Statute 316.0083, et. seq,; and 

 WHEREAS, the Florida Attorney General, via AGO 2000-34, has approved of the 

use of Interlocal Agreements as an alternative means of enforcing codes; and 

 WHEREAS, local governments are encouraged to enter into agreements that will 

allow a more efficient use of their resources and to cooperate in matters of code 

enforcement. 

 WHEREAS, Joseph P. Mawhinney, an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

State of Florida and admitted to the Florida Bar, currently serves as the City of Eagle 

Lake’s Code Enforcement Special Magistrate;  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Lake Hamilton has a need for a Code Enforcement 

Special Magistrate and Traffic Camera Hearing Officer to hear and adjudicate cases 

relating to code enforcement and other quasi-judicial matters, as more specifically set 

forth in various sections of the Lake Hamilton Code of Ordinances; and 

 WHEREAS,  pursuant to Florida law, the Town of Lake Hamilton and City of 

Eagle Lake are authorized to enter into an Interlocal Agreement on the basis of mutual 

advantage; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town of Lake Hamilton desires to enter into an Interlocal 

Agreement with the City of Eagle Lake in order for Joseph P. Mawhinney to serve as its 

Code Enforcement Special Magistrate and Traffic Camera Hearing Officer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Eagle Lake (hereafter “City”) and the Town of 

Lake Hamilton (hereafter “Town”), enter into this Interlocal Agreement in order to agree 

that Joseph P. Mawhinney, of Reed, Mawhinney and Link, may also serve as the Code 

Enforcement Special Magistrate and Traffic Camera Hearing Officer for the Town of 

Lake Hamilton in accordance with the terms of this Agreement as set forth hereinafter: 

Section 1.  Definition. 

 Municipality – The City of Eagle Lake and the Town of Lake Hamilton. 

Section 2.  Authorization. 

 (A) The Special Magistrate is hereby authorized to serve as Special Magistrate 

and Hearing Officer (hereinafter interchangeably referred to as “Special Magistrate” or 

“Hearing Officer”) as contemplated by Florida Statute 162, et. seq. and Florida Statute 

316.0083 et. seq., for the Town in the process of enforcing the Town’s Code of 

Ordinances.   

 (B) The Special Magistrate when exercising his/her authority as vested 

hereunder and by law, shall consider, apply and enforce the local and state laws which 

are applicable in the municipality where the alleged violation occurred and as otherwise 

provided herein.   

Section 3.  Special Magistrate Designation. 
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 The Special Magistrate shall be the individual, or individuals, as selected and 

determined by the City and Town with the qualifications set forth in the City and Town 

Codes of Ordinances and as otherwise set forth in Florida law.  Nothing contained herein 

shall prevent and/or abridge the City’s right to designate a different Special Magistrate, 

alternates or replacement therefore for the City’s code enforcement matters, in 

accordance with its own criteria and time-line. 

Section 4.  Conduct of Hearing. 

 (A) The Special Magistrate shall conduct the Hearings in a manner the Special 

Magistrate deems appropriate.   

 (B) The Special Magistrate shall have the power to: 

  1. Adopt rules for the conduct of its Hearings. 

2. Adopt rules for the conduct of its Hearings consistent with Chapter 

162 of Florida Statutes and the requirements of due process. 

  3. Take testimony under oath. 

4. Conduct Hearings for all purposes permitted by Chapter 162 et. seq., 

and Chapter 316.0083 et. seq., Florida Statutes. 

  5. To enter orders granting relief to the full extent permitted by law. 

Section 5.  Withdrawal by Municipality. 

 Any party to this Agreement may withdraw from this Agreement and its utilization 

of the Special Magistrate by providing no less than ten (10) days’ written notice to the 

Clerk of each respective municipality with a copy to the Special Magistrate. 

Section 6.  Funding. 
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 The expenses of the Special Magistrate shall be paid by the municipality utilizing 

the Special Magistrate’s services.  In this regard, the municipality utilizing the Special 

Magistrate shall pay the Special Magistrate directly and the Special Magistrate shall bill 

the municipality directly. Further, the Town of Lake Hamilton shall pay the Special 

Magistrate at an hourly rate of $175 per hour. 

Section 7.  Public Records. 

 Except as otherwise provided by law, all of the records of the Special Magistrate 

shall be public records and available for public inspection. 

Section 8.  Special Magistrate Hearings. 

 The municipality requesting Special Magistrate services shall have the 

responsibility to provide, at the municipality’s expense, the meeting room, secretary, staff 

and equipment necessary to conduct hearings in accordance with Florida law and the 

applicable Charter and Code provisions. 

Section 9.  Modification. 

 No modification of any of the terms of this Agreement shall be valid unless in 

writing and executed with the same formality as this Agreement by the same parties 

hereto. 

Section 10.  Partial Invalidity. 

 In the event any clause or portion of this Agreement shall be determined to be 

invalid by any Court, it is understood and agreed that such invalid clause or portion of 

this Agreement shall have no effect upon the validity of other portions of this Agreement, 

and all of the other provisions of this Agreement shall be valid and enforceable.   
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Section 11. Effective Date. 

This Agreement shall take effect on the date immediately upon approval by the Town and 

City. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF: Thie parties hereto have approved this Agreement 

and caused such to be executed on the date indicated herein. 

 

CITY OF EAGLE LAKE    TOWN OF LAKE HAMILTON 
 
By:________________________________ By:______________________________ 
Suzy Wilson, Mayor    Michael Kehoe, Mayor 
 
Date Executed:______________________ Date Executed:____________________ 
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